
molecular structure and have 
been sustained in this business 
because I love what I do.”

As she outlines in her usual 
hilarious, thought-provoking 
fashion in her book, making 
her way to this point in her 
life, both as a woman and as 
an artist, has been an adven-
turous ride—and a bumpy 
one. “I’ve come through the 
fire, baby,” she declares.  “Little 
Jenny Lewis had a dream, and 
I think she would be very 

proud. As I tell the millennials 
over and over, find your 
 passion. And dream. It will save 
your life.” º
Regina R. Robertson (@reginarobertson) 
is ESSENCE’s West Coast editor, a 
scriptwriter and the author of He 
Never Came Home (Agate Bolden).

"I want to hear Aretha,” she announces upon 
 arriving at the studio, with her fluffy pooch in 
tow. At 62 Jenifer Lewis knows what she 
wants. Even before she stormed prime time as 
 Grandma Ruby on black-ish (which surpassed 
the one hundredth–episode milestone last fall), 
she’d earned the right to ask for, and get, what 
she desires—so playlist cued. 

Proudly hailing from Kinloch, 
 Missouri, Lewis has been putting in 
the work for decades. Whether she’s 
performing on stage and screen, 
representing via social media or 
walking the Primetime Emmys’ red 
carpet in athletic wear to support 
Colin  Kaepernick, Lewis always has 
our  attention. And as the title of 
her memoir, The Mother of Black 
 Hollywood, would suggest, she’s 
played damn-near  everybody’s 
mama, elder or fly auntie. Along with 
starring on classic episodes of The 
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
and A Different World, 
she has film credits 
ranging from The 
Preacher's Wife and 
What’s Love Got to Do 
With It to the 1999 tele-
vision movie Jackie’s 
Back!, which remains in a 
campy class of its own. 

Lewis shows up and gives the per-
formance of a lifetime, each time and 
for every take. That’s just who she is. 
“I’ve got so much talent, it’s crazy,” she 
says, “but that was a gift. And I honored 
that gift.” When asked to share the 
 secret to her longevity, she is passionate 
and  succinct. “I  entertain with my entire 
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I’VE GOT SO MUCH TALENT, IT’S 
CRAZY. BUT THAT WAS A GIFT. AND  

I HONORED THAT GIFT.

 

Hair, Araxi Lindsey. 
Makeup, Valente 
Frazier/FIRE House 
Management. 

For all clothing 
details, see Where 
to Buy.
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