
A
fter lending his voice to the Oscar-winning jewel 

Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse and flexing hard in 

Widows, Brian Tyree Henry pulled at our heartstrings in 

If Beale Street Could Talk. A day after the 37-year-old landed 

in Los Angeles from Australia, where he’d just wrapped next 

year’s Godzilla vs. Kong, and just before he jaunted off to Indio, 

California, for Coachella, Henry—who’s starring in Child’s Play 

on June 21—opened up about his love of horror, the power of 

laughter and when, oh when Atlanta will return. 

ESSENCE: Okay, you must explain how you got tangled up 

with that evil little doll named Chucky in Child’s Play.

BRIAN TYREE HENRY: Horror is one of my favorite genres, 

so it’s like, why would I not do Child’s Play? [Laughs] I am a 

huge Chucky fan and have seen every single one of the 

movies. Being a part of this project was a no-brainer.

ESSENCE: You were in the inaugural run of The Book of 

Mormon and last year you costarred in Broadway’s Lobby 

Hero. Do you have a preperformance ritual?

HENRY: I like to be around my castmates, just talking trash 

and making everybody laugh. It takes our minds off 

everything that’s in front of us. If you’re spending too much 

time thinking about your lines and not being connected to 

who you’re in the scene with, it’s going to show. 

ESSENCE: Next up you’ll star in the comedy Superintelligence 

with Melissa McCarthy. How was that experience?

HENRY: These past few years I’ve been able to collaborate with 

actors I’ve admired for a long time, and she’s definitely one of 

them. I play her best friend, who’s the head of IT at Microsoft. 

That’s a completely different character for me. And if you can 

get Melissa to laugh, you know you’ve done what you’re 

supposed to do. We filmed in Atlanta, which was a lot of fun.

ESSENCE: Speaking of Atlanta…

HENRY: We’re coming back, but it takes time, you know? 

Just like gumbo has to simmer, we’re marinating on things, 

on the world, first. But trust and believe, we’ll be back and 

hitting heavy. We won’t disappoint.

WHETHER HE’S ONSTAGE OR ON-SCREEN, THIS “REGULAR ASS DUDE DOING NOT 
SO REGULAR ASS STUFF” (ACCORDING TO HIS INSTAGRAM BIO) IS SMOKING HOT 
BY REGINA R. ROBERTSON

ROLE CALL: Brian Tyree Henry

SCENE : SPOTLIGHT

       We’ll be 
back and 
hitting heavy. 
We won’t 
disappoint.
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