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F or Kofi Siriboe, the past 
year has been quite 
transformative. It all  
began last summer at 
the start of Queen  
Sugar ’s second season 

on OWN, when he once again breathed 
life into Ralph Angel, the ever-reflective, 
still-finding-his-way younger brother of 
the Bordelon family. Then he charmed 
us as Malik in the blockbuster Girls Trip. 
Now he’s adding finishing touches to 
Jump, a mental health–focused short 
film he wrote, directed, produced and 
starred in. Yes, it’s been quite a year.

At 23 he’s just getting started. Along 
with slaying at work, he’s intent on liv-
ing the way the three-lettered tattoo on 
his right hand suggests: He’s focused 
on “now.” ESSENCE paired Siriboe with 
veteran actor Glynn Turman to discuss 
choices, heritage and having vision for 
self. Let’s dive in. 

GLYNN TURMAN: Kofi, you’re doing a 
fine job as Ralph Angel. Tell me what 
you brought to the role and what you’ve 
learned about yourself along the way.
KOFI SIRIBOE: Thank you. When I read 
the description, Ralph Angel was in a 
hard place. He was with his son and 
about to rob a liquor store, but I didn’t 
see him as aggressive. I just thought he 
was broken. Even though I have not 
been incarcerated and don’t have a son, 
I remember a time when I felt broken. I 
also know what it’s like to try so hard 
and feel as if the world is against you. I 
brought that passion to the role, and 

sometimes I can see how close we are. Once everything hit, I, like Ralph Angel, had 
to say to myself, “You’ve created this, so own it and move forward from there.”  

TURMAN: Be careful what you ask for….
SIRIBOE: You just might get it! For me, acting is about connecting with people. I 
asked for these blessings and have worked so hard to be here, but I don’t want to 
be a victim to my passion, you know? I’m learning it’s about taking a step back to 
figure out what you need to do to become what you’ve asked for. 

TURMAN: I’ve been there! Your popularity soared with Girls Trip, which grossed more 
than $125 million. After my wife and I saw it and we came home, I’m watching TV and she 

stood in the doorway and said, “Try this!” 
with a grapefruit in her hand. Were you 
surprised by how well the film performed? 
SIRIBOE: [Laughs] I’m always  
surprised because you never know. I 
remember thinking, Ohhh, so this is 
the movie we’re making? Got it. We 
had a good time.

TURMAN: You’re a first-generation 
Ghanian-American born and raised in 
Los Angeles. How was that experience? 
SIRIBOE: In first grade I was asked, 
“What’s your favorite food?” I said, 
“Fufu,” and everybody laughed. I also 
remember asking my teacher not to 
say my full name, Nana-Kofi [Nana 
means “son of kings”]. Last year I went 
to Kumasi, in Ghana, for the first time 
and met the king, whose name is Nana. 
I didn’t always understand the roots 
that are woven into my name, but that 
realization is  happening now. 

TURMAN: One more question—what 
do you see for yourself in the future? 
SIRIBOE: Truth. I just want to keep explor-
ing who I am and be real, transparent.º

Kofi Siriboe and costar Dawn-Lyen 
Gardner in the TV series Queen Sugar 

Siriboe and costar Jada Pinkett  
Smith in the hit flick Girls Trip

Kofi wears a  
Coach 1941 moto 

jacket and trousers, 
Zachary Prell 

“Hess” turtleneck 
and his own watch 

and jewelry.

For clothing details,  
see Where to Buy. 

Groomer, Eliven 
Quiros. Barber, 

Wayne Jolla. 
Manicurist, 

Christina Aviles/
Opus Beauty.
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